
English Martyrs Catholic Primary School - Through Christ we believe, inspire, achieve. 
Music Curriculum Map 2019-2020 
 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Nursery By the end of Summer Term 2 the Nursery children will enjoy joining in with dancing and ring games, sing a few familiar songs, begin to move rhythmically, imitate movement in response to music. tap out simple repeated rhythms, explore and learn how sounds 
can be changed. 

Reception 

Ourselves 
• Listening skills 
• Beat and Tempo  
• Body Percussion 

My Stories and Christmas  
• Timbre  
• Tempo  
• Pitch 

Everyone  
•Listening 
• Beat and Tempo  
• Changing sounds. 

Our World  
•Patterns 
• Texture  
• Timbre 

Big Bear Funk  
• Dynamics  
• Tempo 

Reflect, Rewind and Replay  
 
Child led, consolidation of skills leds 
 

Year 1 

Charanga - Hey You! 
Listen and Describe: 

- Identify the beat of a tune 
- Recognise changes in timbre, 

dynamics and pitch 
 
Perform: 

- Use voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs, 
chants and rhymes 

 

Charanga - Rhythm in the Way We Walk 
Compose: 

- Create a sequence of long and 
short sounds. 

- Introduce terms: soft, loud 
 
Perform: 

- Learn how to correctly hold 
different untuned instruments 

- Play untuned instruments 
musically 

 
Nativity 
Perform 

- Use voices expressively to 
perform songs 

Charanga - Round and Round 
Listen and Describe: 

- Recognise changes in timbre, 
dynamics and pitch 

 
Perform: 

- Use voices expressively when 
speaking chants and rhymes 

Charanga - In the Groove 
Perform: 

- Follow instructions on how and 
when to sing or play an 
instrument 

- Imitate changes in pitch 
 

Charanga - Your Imagination 
Compose: 

- Make, combine and control long, 
short, high and low sounds, using 
voice and instruments to create 
a short musical pattern 

 
Transcribe: 

- Use symbols to represent a 
composition 

- Use symbols to help with 
performance 

 
Perform: 

- Perform compositions with 
increased confidence, accuracy 
and expression 

 
Listen and Describe: 

- Suggest changes to compositions 

In the Hall of the Mountain King 
Listen and Describe: 

- Listen with concentration and 
understanding to range of high 
quality live and recorded music 
(Grieg: In The Hall of the 
Mountain King) 

- Recognise changes in timbre, 
dynamics and pitch 

 
Perform: 

- Perform compositions inspired 
by other works 

 

Year 2 

Charanga - Hands, Feet and Heart (South 
African Styles) 
Listen and Describe: 

- Discuss what instruments can be 
heard 

- Find the beat of a piece 
- Talk about what they like/dislike 

 
Perform:  

- Use voices expressively 
- Learn to sing a variety of songs 

 
Compose:  

- Improvise using a song as 
stimulus 

- Compose own riffs to fit in with a 
song 

Charanga - Ho, Ho, Ho (Christmas, Big 
Band, Mowtown, Elvis, Freedom songs) 
Listen and Describe: 

- Discuss similarities within works 
of a similar genre 

- Suggests ways in which a 
performance can be improved 

 
Perform:  

- Use voices expressively to 
perform songs 

- Begin to use tuned/untuned 
instruments to perform a song 

 
 
Nativity 
Perform 

- Use voices expressively to 
perform songs 

Charanga - I Wanna Play in a Band 
(Rock) 
Listen and Describe: 

- Discuss similarities within works 
of a similar genre 

- Suggests ways in which a 
performance can be improved 

 
Perform:  

- Use voices expressively to 
perform songs 

- Begin to use tuned/untuned 
instruments to perform a song 

Charanga - Zootime (Reggae) 
Listen and Describe: 

- Discuss similarities within works 
of a similar genre 

- Suggests ways in which a 
performance can be improved 

 
Perform:  

- Use voices expressively to 
perform songs 

- Begin to use tuned/untuned 
instruments to perform a song 

Charanga - Friendship Song (Popular 
music) 
Listen and Describe: 

- Listen with concentration and 
discuss high-quality recorded 
music 

 
Perform: 

- Perform with increased 
musicality using tuned and 
untuned instruments 

 
Compose: 

- Experiment with different 
sounds 

- Create different musical patterns 
usings taught dimensions of 
music 

 
Transcribe: 

- Use symbols to represent a 
composition 

- Use symbols to help with 
performance 

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Children’s 
Concert 
Listen and Appraise: 

- Listen with concentration and 
discuss high-quality live music 

 
Compose: 

- Use resources provided by RLPO 
to compose short pieces inspired 
by the theme of the children’s 
concert 

 
Perform: 

- Perform compositions inspired 
by RLPO children’s concert 

 
 
 
 

Year 3 

Charanga - Let Your Spirit Fly 
Describe: 

- Identify the beat of a tune 
 

- Recognise changes in timbre, 
dynamics and pitch 

Glockenspiel Stage 1 - The Nutcracker 
Describe: 

- Explore the language of music  
 

- Listen with detail to 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker 

Charanga - Three Little Birds 
Listen and Describe: 

- Identify the beat of a tune 
 

- Explore Rhythm and Pitch 
 

Charanga - The Dragon Song 
Listen and Describe: 

- Imitate changes in pitch and 
tempo 

- Explore duration 
 

Charanga - Bringing Us Together 
Listen and Describe: 

- Identify the Rhythm and tempo 
of a tune . 

- Explore timbre 
 

Charanga - Reflect, Rewind and Replay 
Listen and Describe: 

- Review taught terms (pitch, 
dynamics, timbre etc.) 
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Perform: 
- Sing with confidence 

 
 

Perform: 
- Developing playing skills  

 
Compose: 

- Explore composition 
- Improvise  

Perform: 
- Perform with increasing 

confidence 
 

Perform: 
- Sing from memory in solo and 

ensemble contexts with 
increased fluency 

 

Perform: 
- Sing and play with increased 

fluency, control and expression 
- Use instruments to accompany 

singing 
 
Compose: 

- Improve and compose music for 
a range of purposes 

Perform: 
- Sing with confidence  
- Play instruments within a song 

 
Compose: 

- IImprovisate using voices and 
instruments 

 
Transcribe: 

- Devise non-standard units for 
notation  

Year 4 

Charanga ABBA – Mama Mia  
Listen and Describe: 

- Revise terms taught in previous 
year 

- Learn new terms relating to 
structure 

 
Perform: 

- Play an instrument 
- Improvise using voice or an 

instrument 
- Perform a piece of music 

 
Compose 

- Compose a piece of music 

Charanga - Glockenspiel Stage 2  
Listen and Describe: 

- Share and appreciate each 
other’s performances 

 
Perform: 

- Play and perform an instrument 
- Developing playing skills  

 
Compose: 

- Explore composition 
- Improvise  

Charanga - Stop! By Joanna Mangona  
Listen and Describe: 

- Answer musical questions using 
musical language  

- Respond to questions relating to 
classical music 

- Respond to pop music influenced 
by soul/funk/disco  

 
Perform: 

- Sing and Rap  
- Perform a song  

 
 
 

Charanga - Lean on Me  
Listen and Describe: 
 
Perform: 

- Perform and share with 
improvisation  

- Perform and share with 
instruments 

 
Compose: 

- Compose music  
 
 
 

Charanga - Blackbird  
Listen and Appraise: 

- Comparing Music 
 
Perform:  

- Singing and playing instrumental 
parts with the song  

- Singing and improvising with 
voices or instruments 

- Perform and share 
 
Compose: 

- Compose music using other 
works as stimulus 

 

Charanga -Independence  
Listen and Describe: 

- Focus on beats and rests in music  
- BEcome more confidence using 

correct musical notation  
- Recognising notes that last for 

two and four beats  
 
Transcribe: 

- Devise non-standard units for 
notation  

 
Perform: 

- Develop movements that are in 
time to the rhythm of the music. 

Year 5 

Victorian Songs 
Perform:  

- Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

-  Use voices with increasing 
accuracy, control and expression 
 

Listen and Describe:  
- Widen musical vocabulary with 

regards to tempo, dynamics, 
timbre and voicing 

- Develop an understanding of the 
history of music 

Composition - The Firebird 
Compose:  

- Create works with that follow a 
structure 

- Create songs that create a 
variety of devices 
(accompaniment, melody, 
harmony etc.) 

 
Listen and Describe: 

- Widen musical vocabulary with 
regards to tempo, dynamics, 
timbre and voicing 

- Listen with attention and detail 
- Appreciate high-quality recorded 

music: Stravinsky - The Firebird 

Easter Production 
Perform:  

- Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

- Use voices with increasing 
accuracy, control and expression 
 

Describe:  
- Widen musical vocabulary with 

regards to tempo, dynamics, 
timbre and voicing  

Easter Production 
Perform:  

- Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

- Use voices with increasing 
accuracy, control and expression 

- Perform from memory 
 

Describe: 
- Widen musical vocabulary with 

regards to tempo, dynamics, 
timbre and voicing.  

Djembe 
Transcribe:  

- Begin to read standard and 
non-standard notation- 

- Introduce note rhythms and 
stave notation 
 

Perform: 
- Play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts 
- Pay instruments with increasing 

accuracy, control and expression 

History of Music 
Transcribe: 

- Begin to read standard notation 
-  Develop note-reading skills  
-  

Compose: 
-  Create short pieces that follow a 

set structure 
-  Discuss the role of structure in 

music  
-  

Perform:  
- Play and perform in solo 

ensemble contexts 
-  Play instruments with increasing 

accuracy, control and expression 

Year 6 

I’ll Be There 
Listen and Describe: 

- Find the pulse  
- Discuss the genre 

 
Perform: 

- Sing from memory with 
confidence in solo and ensemble 
contexts 

 
Transcribe: 

- Use the standard musical 
notation to indicate how many 
beats to play 

WW2 Music  
Listen and Describe: 

- Understanding of the history of 
music 

- Use vocabulary such as pitch, 
tempo, dynamics to describe 
music 
 

Perform: 
- Sing with confidence 
- Maintain simple part in a group 

 

Charanga - Happy 
Listen and Describe: 

- Appreciate recorded music 
- Describe dynamics 
- Music for different purposes 

 
Perform:  

- Sing with confidence 
- Maintain simple part in a group 
- Use instruments to accompany 

performance 
 
Compose: 

- Compose own melodic songs 
inspired by others 

Environment - Beethoven Pastoral 
Symphony 
Compose: 

- Exploring composition, timbre, 
texture 

 
Transcribe:  

- Recognise and use standard 
notation to record ideas 

 
Listen and Describe: 

- Music for different purposes 
- Recognise how composers create 

effects 

Performing Together -Y6 Production 
Perform: 

- To interpret songs musically 
- To recognise and keep a steady 

beat 
- To perform and sing in an 

ensemble with an awareness of 
the audience.  

Performing Together - Y6 Production 
Perform: 

- To listen to and appraise music 
- To interpret songs musically 
- To recognise and keep a steady 

beat 
- To perform and sing in an 

ensemble with an awareness of 
the audience.  
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