
English Martyrs Catholic Primary School - Through Christ we believe, inspire, achieve. 
English Curriculum Map 2019-2020 
 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Nursery  

Spot 
Dear Zoo 
Autumn Books 
The Way Back Home 
Whatever Next 
Nativity  
 
Writing  
DM 22-36months 
-Distinguishes between the different marks they make. 
 
Reading 
DM 22-36months 
- Has some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or jingles. 

-Repeats words or phrases from familiar stories. 

-Fills in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or game, e.g. ‘Humpty 
Dumpty sat on a …’ 

Mrs Wishy Washy 
Traditional Tales  
We’re Going On A Bear Hunt 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea  
 
 
Writing 
DM 30-50months 
-Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint. 
-Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places. 
 
Reading 
DM 30-50months 
- Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities. 

-Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 

-Recognises rhythm in spoken words. 

-Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups. 

-Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and 

stories. 

-Beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured. 

-Suggests how the story might end. 

-Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

-Describes main story settings, events and principal characters. 

-Shows interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the environment. 

-Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising logos. 

-Looks at books independently. 

-Handles books carefully. 

-Knows information can be relayed in the form of print. 

-Holds books the correct way up and turns pages. 

-Knows that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to 
bottom. 
 

Giraffes Can’t Dance 
Giraffe Facts 
The Hungry Caterpillar  
Butterfly/Caterpillar Facts 
Pirates  
Under the Sea 
 
Writing 
DM 40-60months 
-Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 

-Begins to break the flow of speech into words. 

-Continues a rhyming string. 

-Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

-Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

-Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

-Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some 

sounds correctly and in sequence. 

-Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 

-Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 
 
 
Reading 
DM 40-60months 
Continues a rhyming string. 

 Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

 Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and knows which 

letters represent some of them. 

 Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

 Begins to read words and simple sentences. 

 Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 

experiences of books. 

 Enjoys an increasing range of books. 

Reception 

Whatever Next  
Winnie’s Amazing Pumpkin  
Fox Makes Friends  
Leaf Trouble  
 
Writing  
Name writing  
List writing 
 
Reading 
 
Children read and understand simple 
sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They 
demonstrate understanding when talking 
with others about what they have read. 

The Gruffalo  
Stick Man  
Superworm  
Santa’s Christmas Munch 
 
Writing 
Recount  
Descriptive poster  
List writing  
 
Reading 
 
Children read and understand simple 
sentences. They use phonic knowledge 
to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They 
demonstrate understanding when 
talking with others about what they have 
read. 

Traditional Tales 
Three Little Pigs  
Goldilocks 
Polar Bear Polar Bear What Can You 
Hear? 
Lost and Found 
 
Writing 
Descriptive sentences  
Speech bubbles  
Simple sentences  
Retell of a story  
 
Reading 
 
Children read and understand simple 
sentences. They use phonic knowledge 
to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They 
demonstrate understanding when 
talking with others about what they have 
read. 

Traditional Tales  
Cinderella 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
 
Writing 
Invitation  
Imaginative story telling  
Instruction writing  
 
Reading 
 
Children read and understand simple 
sentences. They use phonic knowledge 
to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They 
demonstrate understanding when 
talking with others about what they have 
read. 

Supertato  
Farmer Duck 
A Day at Greenhill Farm 
A Farm is not a Farm 
 
Writing 
Simple sentences 
Poetry/ Riddles  
Speech bubbles  
Weekly phonics writing  
 
Reading 
 
Children read and understand simple 
sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They 
demonstrate understanding when talking 
with others about what they have read. 

Hungry Caterpillar 
Fairy Books 
 
Writing 
Life cycle books  
Imaginative story telling.  
Weekly phonics writing 
 
Reading 
 
Children read and understand simple 
sentences. They use phonic knowledge 
to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They 
demonstrate understanding when 
talking with others about what they 
have read. 
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Year 1 

Things I Like Anthony Brown 
I Like Books Anthony Brown  
Suddenly Colin McNaughton 
This is the Bear Sarah Hayes 
The Sandwich That Max Made Maria 
Vaughan 
 
Writing 
Sentence dictation 
Labelling 
Comprehension 
 
Sentence work in response to texts  
write sentences by: 
saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 
composing a sentence orally before 
writing it 
sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 
re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 
discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 
read their writing aloud, clearly enough to 
be heard by their peers and the teacher 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding. 
Understand both books they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those 
they listen to. 
Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is read to them. 
apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words 

The Perfect Pet  Fiona 
Roberton 
The Perfect Present Fiona Roberton 
The Christmas Story 
 
Writing 
Sentence dictation  
Recount 
Letter to Santa 
List of Rules 
 
Sentence work in response to texts  
write sentences by: 
saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 
composing a sentence orally before 
writing it 
sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 
re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 
discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 
read their writing aloud, clearly enough to 
be heard by their peers and the teacher 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding. 
Understand both books they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those 
they listen to. 
Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is read to them. 
apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words 

Robin’s Winter Song  Sue 
Barton 
The Gingerbread Man Traditional Tale 
 
Writing 
Sentence dictation 
Winter poem 
Robin factfile 
Comprehension 
Book review 
 
Sentence work in response to texts  
write sentences by: 
saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 
composing a sentence orally before 
writing it 
sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 
re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 
discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 
read their writing aloud, clearly enough to 
be heard by their peers and the teacher 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding. 
Understand both books they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those 
they listen to. 
Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is read to them. 
apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words 

Rainbow Fish By Marcus Pfister 
The Easter Story 
 
Writing 
Sentence dictation 
Comprehension  
Descriptive writing  
Retell  
 
Sentence work in response to texts  
write sentences by: 
saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 
composing a sentence orally before 
writing it 
sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 
re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 
discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 
read their writing aloud, clearly enough to 
be heard by their peers and the teacher 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding. 
Understand both books they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those 
they listen to. 
Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is read to them. 
apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words 

The Highway Rat Julia 
Donalsdson 
A Squash and a Squeeze Julia Donaldson 
The Smartest Giant in Town Julia 
Donaldson 
 
Writing 
Sentence dictation  
Labelling 
Letter  
Film / Book review 
Writing in the style of the author 
 
Sentence work in response to texts  
write sentences by: 
saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 
composing a sentence orally before writing 
it 
sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 
re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 
discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 
read their writing aloud, clearly enough to 
be heard by their peers and the teacher 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and understanding. 
Understand both books they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those 
they listen to. 
Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain clearly their understanding of what 
is read to them. 
apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words 

The Journey Home Fran 
Preston Gannon 
The Ice Bear Nicola Davies 
Tracks of a Panda Nick Dowson 
Non fiction texts and website- National 
geographic kids 
 
Writing 
Sentence dictation 
Comprehension  
Knowlsley Safari Park recount  
Endangered animals fact files 
Persuasive letter writing / poster 
 
Sentence work in response to texts  
write sentences by: 
saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 
composing a sentence orally before 
writing it 
sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives 
re-reading what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 
discuss what they have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 
read their writing aloud, clearly enough 
to be heard by their peers and the 
teacher 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding. 
Understand both books they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those 
they listen to. 
Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening 
to what others say 
Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is read to them. 
apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words 

Year 2 

Big Bad Owl 
Non-Fiction texts about Owls 
 
Writing 
Recount 
Description 
Response to text 
Report 
Narrative 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding 
by: 
Recognising simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry 
Discussing favourite words and phrases 
Discussing and clarifying meanings of 

Wanted: The Perfect Pet 
Willy Wonka Poetry 
Stellaluna 
 
Writing 
Narrative 
Poetry 
Procedure 
Description  
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding 
by: 
Discussing the sequence of events in 
books and how items of information 
relate to each other 
Understand both the books that they can 

The Queen’s Hat 
The Queen’s Handbag 
Gilbert the Great 
Sea Poetry 
 
Writing 
Character Description 
Narrative 
Poetry: found, riddle, acrostic, senses  
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding 
by: 
Listening to, discussing and expressing 
views about a wide range of 
contemporary and classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 

Traditional Tale Week (The Three Pigs) 
The Lion Inside 
 
Writing 
Narrative - changing the story 
Description 
Predictions 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding 
by: 
Becoming increasingly familiar with and 
retelling a wider range of stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales 
 
Understand both the books that they can 
already read accurately and fluently and 

The Dragon Machine (fiction including 
film and poetry) 
The Great Fire of London - Non-fiction 
 
Writing 
Newspaper report 
Diary entry 
Description (fiction and non-fiction) 
Narrative 
Report 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding 
by: 
Being introduced to non-fiction books that 
are structured in different ways 
Discussing and clarifying meanings of 

The Lucky Dip - film 
Flat Stanley 
(Philharmonic trip related text) 
 
Writing 
Recount 
Letter 
Film review 
 
Reading 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation 
to read, vocabulary and understanding 
by: 
Recognising simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry 
Discussing favourite words and phrases 
Discussing and clarifying meanings of 
words, linking new meanings to known 
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words, linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary 
 
Understand both the books that they can 
already read accurately and fluently and 
those they listen to by: 
Drawing on what they already know or on 
background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 
Checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 
 
Participate in discussion about books, 
poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain and discuss their understanding 
of books, poems and other material, 
both those that they listen to and those 
that they read for themselves.  

already read accurately and 
fluently and those they listen to by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 
Answering and asking questions 
Making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 
 
 
Participate in discussion about books,  
poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain and discuss their understanding 
of books, poems and other material, 
both those that they listen to and those 
that they read for themselves.  

which they can read 
independently 
Continuing to build up a repertoire of 
poems learned by heart, appreciating 
these and reciting some, with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear 
Understand both the books that they can 
already read accurately and fluently and 
those they listen to by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 
Answering and asking questions 
Making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 
 
Participate in discussion about books,  
poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain and discuss their understanding of 
books, poems and other material, both 
those that they listen to and those that 
they read for themselves.  

those they listen to by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 
Predicting what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far 
 
Participate in discussion about books,  
poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain and discuss their understanding 
of books, poems and other material, 
both those that they listen to and those 
that they read for themselves.  

words, linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary 
Understand both the books that they can 
already read accurately and fluently and 
those they listen to by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 
Answering and asking questions 
Making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 
 
Participate in discussion about books,  
poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 
Explain and discuss their understanding of 
books, poems and other material, both 
those that they listen to and those that 
they read for themselves.  

vocabulary 
 
Understand both the books that they 
can already read accurately and fluently 
and those they listen to by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 
Answering and asking questions 
Making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 
 
 
Participate in discussion about books,  
poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening 
to what others say 
Explain and discuss their understanding 
of books, poems and other material, 
both those that they listen to and those 
that they read for themselves.  

Year 3 

Traditional Cinderella 
Egyptian Cinderella 
Tutankhamun (non-fiction) 
 
Writing 
Retell of traditional tales 
Playscript 
Descriptive Writing - Character Portraits 
Creative Writing - Blog Writing 
Letter Writing (informal) 
Non-chronological report (non-fiction) 
 
Reading 
Listen to, read and discuss a range of 
fiction, plays, non-fiction, 
non-chronological reports. 
Listen to whole novels read aloud by the 
teacher.  
Sequence and discuss the main events in 
stories.  
Orally retell a range of stories, including 
less familiar fairy stories, 
Use knowledge of root words to 
understand meanings of words. 
Read and understand words from the 
Year 3 list (selected from the statutory 
Year 3/4 word list) 
Explain the meaning of unfamiliar words 
by using the context.  
Discuss their understanding of the text. 
Draw inferences around characters 
thoughts, feelings and actions, and justify 
with evidence from the text.  
Make predictions based on details stated.  
Record information from a range of 
non-fiction texts. 

Big Bird (animation) 
Nutcracker 
Ancient Egypt (non-fiction) 
 
Writing 
Writing in the style of the author 
Story continuation 
Character Study 
Descriptive Writing 
Acrostic Poetry (Nutcracker) 
 
Reading 
Read and understand words from the 
Year 3 list (selected from the statutory 
Year 3/4 word list) 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry, plays and non-fiction, e.g. fables, 
fairy tales, classic poetry, shape poetry, 
non-chronological reports, explanations. 
Listen to whole novels read aloud by the 
teacher.  
Use prefixes to understand meanings e.g. 
un-, dis-, mis-, re-, pre-, im-, in-.  
Identify, discuss and collect favourite 
words and phrases which capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination. 
Raise questions during the reading 
process to deepen understanding e.g. I 
wonder why the character. 
Analyse and evaluate texts looking at 
language, structure and presentation 
Discuss their understanding of the text. 
Draw inferences around characters 
thoughts, feelings and actions, and justify 
with evidence from the text.  
Participate in discussion about the texts 

Escape from Pompeii 
Poetry (Haiku) 
 
Writing 
Descriptive Writing 
Character Portraits 
Positive and negative descriptions of 
settings 
Story Continuation 
Haiku Poems 
 
Reading 
Read books and texts for a range of 
purposes 
Read and understand words from the 
Year 3 list (selected from the statutory 
Year 3/4 word list) 
Use suffixes to understand meanings e.g. 
-ly, -ous.  
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction. 
Use dictionaries to check meanings of 
words they have read.  
Recognise some different forms of poetry. 
Analyse and evaluate texts looking at 
language, structure and presentation. 
Make predictions based on details stated. 
Identify, discuss and collect favourite 
words and phrases which capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination. 

Escape from Pompeii 
The legend of Boudicca (non-fiction) 
The Day the Crayons Quit 
 
Writing 
Explanation 
Non-fiction report (volcanoes) 
Recount (Chester trip) 
Letter Writing 
Descriptive Writing (actions & emotions) 
Diary (Boudicca) 
 
Reading 
Listen to whole novels read aloud by the 
teacher.  
Read and understand words from the 
Year 3 list (selected from the statutory 
Year 3/4 word list) 
Prepare for research by identifying what 
is already known about the subject and 
key questions to structure the task.  
Evaluate how specific information is 
organised within a non-fiction text. 
Quickly appraise a text to evaluate 
usefulness. 
Record information from a range of 
non-fiction texts. 
Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point + Evidence).  
Identify a key idea in a paragraph. 
Read books and texts for a range of 
purposes 

Kaspar - Prince of Cats 
Poetry (Cinquain) 
 
 
Writing 
Prediction 
Advert (Job Description) 
Writing in the style of an author  
Diary Writing 
Cinquain Poetry 
 
 
Reading 
Listen to whole novels read aloud by the 
teacher.  
Read and understand words from the Year 
3 list (selected from the statutory Year 3/4 
word list). 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction. 
Make predictions based on details stated.  
Discuss their understanding of the text. 
Draw inferences around characters 
thoughts, feelings and actions, and justify 
with evidence from the text.  
Explain the meaning of unfamiliar words 
by using the context.  
Analyse and evaluate texts looking at 
language, structure and presentation 
Discuss their understanding of the text. 
Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point + Evidence).  
 

Manfish 
The Day the Crayons Came Back 
 
Writing 
Letter Writing 
Instructions 
Persuasive Writing 
Writing a postcard 
Newspaper report (Titanic) 
 
 
Reading 
Listen to whole novels read aloud by the 
teacher.  
Read and understand words from the 
Year 3 list (selected from the statutory 
Year 3/4 word list) 
Use suffixes to understand meanings e.g. 
-ly, -ous.  
Prepare for research by identifying what 
is already known about the subject and 
key questions to structure the task.  
Evaluate how specific information is 
organised within a non-fiction text. 
Record information from a range of 
non-fiction texts. 
Use dictionaries to check meanings of 
words they have read.  
Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point + Evidence).  
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Year 4 

William Shakespeare 
Biography 
Sam Stars at Shakespeare’s Globe 
Romeo and Juliet - Tony Ross version 
Romeo and Juliet (film)  
Non-fiction texts - Six Wives of Henry VIII  
 
Writing 
Biography ( William Shakespeare) 
Poetry  (Simile and Metaphor) 
Letter (from Agony Aunt to Juliet) 
Fairytale (Romeo and Juliet) 
 
Reading 
Read books at an age appropriate interest 
level. 
Listen to, read and discuss a range of 
fiction, poetry and plays in different forms 
Regularly listen to whole novels read 
aloud by the teacher.  
Read books and texts which are 
structured in different ways.  
Learn a range of poems by heart and 
rehearse for performance. Prepare poems 
and play scripts to read aloud.Recognise 
and analyse different forms of poetry.  
Orally retell a range of stories.  
Draw inferences around characters’ 
thoughts, feelings, actions and motives 
and justify with evidence from the text.  
Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. 
generating questions, finding answers, 
rethinkin, modifying questions and 
constructing images.  
Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them 
Develop, agree on and evaluate rules for 
effective discussion. 
Make and respond to contributions in a 
variety of group situations.  
Prepare for research by identifying what is 
already known 
Navigate texts using contents and index 
pages 
Record information from a range of 
non-fiction books 
Analyse and evaluate how specific 
information is organised in a nonfiction 
text 
 
 

Children of Winter - Berlie 
Doherty 
Children of Winter TV adaptation  
 
Writing 
Descriptive Writing (Senses) 
Descriptive Writing (The old, cruck barn)  
Diary Writing (Catherine Tebbutt)  
 
Reading 
Read and understand words from the 
Year 4 list (selected from the statutory 
Year 4 word list)Listen to, read and 
discuss a range of fiction, poetry and 
plays in different forms 
Regularly listen to whole novels read 
aloud by the teacher.  
Identify, discuss and collect effective 
word and phrases which capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination  
 Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point and Evidence)  
Explain the meaning of key vocabulary 
within the context of the text 
Use dictionaries to check meanings of 
words in the texts that they read. 
Use punctuation to determine intonation 
and expression when reading aloud to an 
audience  
Draw inferences around characters’ 
thoughts, feelings, actions and motives 
and justify with evidence from the text.  
Identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise 
these.  

Odd and the Frost Giants - Neil 
Gaiman 
Non-fiction texts - Vikings  
 
Writing 
Descriptive Writing (The fox)  
Instructional Writing (Paper Snowflake)  
Poetry  (Winter Simile/Metaphor Poem) 
 
 
Reading 
Listen to, read and discuss a range of 
fiction, poetry and plays in different forms 
Regularly listen to whole novels read 
aloud by the teacher.  
Identify, discuss and collect effective 
word and phrases which capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination .e.g 
metaphors and similes.  
Recognise and analyse different forms of 
poetry. Learn a range of poems by heart 
and rehearse for performance. 
Prepare poems and play scripts to read 
aloud. 
Orally retell a range of stories.  
Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point and Evidence)  
Explain the meaning of key vocabulary 
within the context of the text 
Use dictionaries to check meanings of 
words in the texts that they read. 
Draw inferences around characters’ 
thoughts, feelings, actions and motives 
and justify with evidence from the text.  
Use punctuation to determine intonation 
and expression when reading aloud to an 
audience. Identify main ideas drawn from 
more than one paragraph and summarise 
these.  
Demonstrate active reading strategies 
e.g. generating questions, finding 
answers, rethinkin, modifying questions 
and constructing images. 
Prepare for research by identifying what 
is already known 
Navigate texts using contents and index 
pages 
Record information from a range of 
non-fiction books 
Scan for dates, numbers and names 
Analyse and evaluate how specific 
information is organised in a nonfiction 
text 

Odd and the Frost Giants-Neil 
Gaiman 
 
Writing 
Descriptive Writing (The frost giant)  
Story recount (Odd meets the frost giant) 
Predictive Writing (Story ending) 
Book Review 
Recount  ( Mere Tun trip) 
 
Reading 
Listen to, read and discuss a range of 
fiction, poetry and plays in different forms 
Regularly listen to whole novels read 
aloud by the teacher.  
Identify, discuss and collect effective 
word and phrases which capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination . 
Make predictions based on details stated 
and implied.  
Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point and Evidence)  
Use punctuation to determine intonation 
and expression when reading aloud to an 
audience  
Draw inferences around characters’ 
thoughts, feelings, actions and motives 
and justify with evidence from the text.  
Identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise 
these.  
Identify, analyse and discuss themes.  
Analyse and evaluate texts looking at 
language, structure and presentation and 
how these contribute to meaning,  

The Iron Man - Ted Hughes 
Non-fiction texts - Rivers 
 
Writing 
 
Story Sequencing 
Diary (Hogarth’s)  
Character Portrait (Space Being)  
Instructional Writing (Caring for the Iron 
Man)  
Book Review  
 
Reading 
Listen to, read and discuss a range of 
fiction, poetry and plays in different forms 
Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud 
by the teacher.  
Identify, discuss and collect effective word 
and phrases which capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination  
Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point and Evidence)  
Explain the meaning of key vocabulary 
within the context of the text 
Use dictionaries to check meanings of 
words in the texts that they read. 
Draw inferences around characters’ 
thoughts, feelings, actions and motives 
and justify with evidence from the text.  
Identify main ideas drawn from more than 
one paragraph and summarise these.  
Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. 
generating questions, finding answers, 
rethinkin, modifying questions and 
constructing images.  
Identify, analyse and discuss themes.  
Analyse and evaluate texts looking at 
language, structure and presentation and 
how these contribute to meaning,  
Prepare for research by identifying what is 
already known 
Navigate texts using contents and index 
pages 
Record information from a range of 
non-fiction books 
Scan for dates, numbers and names 
Analyse and evaluate how specific 
information is organised in a nonfiction 
text 
Explain how paragraphs are used to order 
or build up ideas and how they are linked. 

Stig of the Dump -Clive King 
Stone Age Boy = Satoshi Kitamura 
 
Writing 
Descriptive Writing (Senses)  
Descriptive Writing (The ground gives 
way) 
Book Review  
 
Reading 
Read and understand words from the 
Year 4 list (selected from the statutory 
Year 4 word list) 
Use knowledge of root words to 
understand the meaning of words 
Use prefixes to understand meanings 
Use suffixes to understand meaning. 
Listen to, read and discuss a range of 
fiction, poetry and plays in different 
forms 
Regularly listen to whole novels read 
aloud by the teacher.  
Identify, discuss and collect effective 
word and phrases which capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination  
Justify responses to the text using the PE 
prompt (Point and Evidence)  
Use punctuation to determine intonation 
and expression when reading aloud to an 
audience.  
 Draw inferences around characters’ 
thoughts, feelings, actions and motives 
and justify with evidence from the text.  
Identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise 
these.  

Year 5 

Street Child - Derlie Doherty 
From a Railway Carriage (Poem) - R.L 

Stevenson 
 
Writing 
Narrative writing - Flashback(What was 
life like?) 
Non-chronological reports (Victorian 

Street Child - Berlie Doherty 
Fairs, Fair - Leon Garfield 

A Christmas Carol - Charles Dickens 
 
Writing 
Descriptive  writing (A Night in the 
Workhouse) 
Biography (Charles Dickens) 

Orchard Book  of Greek Myths - Trad. 
Great Women who Changed the World 

Derby Day (Short film) 
Silver (Poem) - W.D Mere 

Prints (Poem) 
 
Writing 
Narrative writing (Retell of a myth) 

Greek Myths - Marcia Williams (Graphic 
Text) 

Classic Stories (Three Little Pigs) 
Macbeth - W. Shakespeare 

Writing 
Non-chronological Report (Own Mythical 
Creature) 
Journalist Writing (Three Little Pigs) 

The Explorer - Katherine Rundell 
 
Writing 
Narrative Writing (Adventure Story) 
A Balanced Argument (Stay in the den or 
not?) 
Monologues 
Recount (Chester Zoo) 

The Explorer -  Katherine Rundell 
 
Writing 
Narrative Writing 
Formal Letter of Persuasion (Letter to 
MP) 
Contrasting Diary Entries (Children from 
Explorer) 
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Workhouse) 
Descriptive Writing (Characters) 
 
Reading 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction which they might 
not choose to read themselves. 
Check that a book make sense through 
discussion 
Exploring the meaning of words in context 
Predicting what may happen from 
information stated or implied 
Discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language including (figurative language) 
considering the impact on the reader 
Exploring, recognising and using the terms 
metaphor, simile , imagery - explaining 
the effect on the reader of the author’s 
choice of language 
Preparing poems to read aloud and 
perform 

Diary (A Street Urchin) 
Letter Writing (Formal - Croxteth Hall 
Application) 
 
Reading 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction which they might 
not choose to read themselves. 
Analysing the conventions in different 
types of writing (First person in 
autobiographies and diaries  
Exploring the meaning of words in 
contexts 
Demonstrating active reading strategies  
Inferring character’s feelings, thoughts 
and motives from their actions and 
justifying inferences with evidence 
Identify how language structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning 
Provide reasons and justifications for 
views by justifying opinions and 
elaborating by referring to the text (P.E.E) 

Descriptive Writing Setting 
(Derby Day) 
Character portrait (Legendary Women) 
Commonwealth Essay Competition 
 
Reading 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction which they might 
not choose to read themselves. 
Expressing preferences about a wider 
range of books, including modern fiction, 
traditional stories, myths and legends 
Learning a wider range of poems by heart 
Explore themes within and across texts 
Identify how language structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning 
Provide reasons and justifications for 
views by justifying opinions and 
elaborating by referring to the text (P.E.E) 

Letter Writing (Informal) 
  
Reading 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction which they might 
not choose to read themselves. 
Inferring characters feelings, thoughts 
and motives from their actions and 
justifying inferences with evidence 
Distinguish between statements of facts 
or opinion within a text 
Reading books and text that are 
structured in different ways for a range of 
purposes 
Identify how language structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning 
Provide reasons and justifications for 
views by justifying opinions and 
elaborating by referring to the text (P.E.E) 

 
Reading 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, poetry 
and non-fiction which they might not choose to 
read themselves. 
Inferring characters feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions and justifying 
inferences with evidence 
Predicting what might happen from 
information stated or implied 
Making comparisons within a text E.G 
Character’s view points of the same events 
Identify how language structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning 
Provide reasons and justifications for views 
by justifying opinions and elaborating by 
referring to the text (P.E.E) 

 

 
Reading 
Listen to and discuss a range of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction which they might 
not choose to read themselves. 
Re-read and read ahead to locate clues 
to support understanding 
Scanning for keywords 
Identify how language structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning 
Provide reasons and justifications for 
views by justifying opinions and 
elaborating by referring to the text 
(P.E.E) 

Year 6 

The Man Who Walked Between the 
Towers - Mordicai Gerstein 
Mourning Dove (Animation) 

Writing 
Descriptive writing 
Journalistic writing 
Autobiographical writing 
Letter writing (informal) 
  
Reading 
Explore texts in groups and deepen 
comprehension through discussion. 
Regularly listen to novels read aloud by 
the teacher from a range of authors. 
Independently read longer texts with 
sustained stamina and interest. 
Participate in discussions about books. 
Explain the meaning of new vocabulary 
within the context of the text. 
Read and understand words from the 
Year Six list. 
Demonstrate active reading strategies. 
Provide reasoned justifications for views 
Explain the effect of the author’s choice of 
language. 
Infer character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives for their actions. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas - John 
Boyne 

The Blitz (Short narrative) 
WW2 Poetry 

 
Writing 
Descriptive writing 
Non-Chronological Report 
Diary writing 
 
Reading 
Independently read longer texts with 
sustained stamina and interest. 
Explain the meaning of new vocabulary 
within the context of the text. 
Explore texts in groups and deepen 
comprehension through discussion. 
Learn a wider range of poems. 
Prepare poems to read aloud. 
Justify opinions and elaborate using the 
text. 
Compare characters within a text. 
Explain the effect on the reader of the 
author’s choice of language and the 
reasons why the author may have 
selected these words, phrases and 
techniques. 
Use etymology to help the pronunciation 
of new words. 

Ghost Story 
Mountain Poetry/Free - Music video 

(mountains) 
Ice Trap - Meredith Hooper 

 
Writing 
Descriptive writing 
Short story 
Poetry 
Explanation text 
 
Reading 
Regularly listen to novels read aloud by 
the teacher from a range of authors. 
Independently read longer texts with 
sustained stamina and interest. 
Explore texts in groups and deepen 
comprehension through discussion. 
Prepare poems to read aloud. 
Justify opinions and elaborate using the 
text. 
Demonstrate active reading strategies. 
Predict what might happen using clues 
from the text. 
Compare characters across texts. 
Explain the effect on the reader of the 
author’s choice of language and the 
reasons why the author may have 
selected these words, phrases and 
techniques. 

Ice Trap - Meredith Hooper/Shackleton’s 
Journey - William Grill 

The Tale of Three Brothers - J K Rowling 
 

Writing 
Descriptive writing 
First person recount 
Biographical writing 
 
Reading 
Regularly listen to novels read aloud by 
the teacher from a range of authors. 
Independently read longer texts with 
sustained stamina and interest. 
Explore texts in groups and deepen 
comprehension through discussion. 
Recognise themes within texts. 
Distinguish between statements of fact or 
opinion. 
Explain the meaning of new vocabulary 
within texts. 
Provide reasoned justifications for their 
views. 
Infer character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives for their actions. 
Prepare formal presentations individually 
or in groups. 
Skim for gist 
Scan for key information. 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Flies Again - Frank 
Cotrell Boyce 

Replay (short animation) 
 

Writing 
Persuasive argument 
Letter writing (formal) 
Descriptive writing/recount 
 
Reading 
Regularly listen to novels read aloud by the 
teacher from a range of authors. 
Independently read longer texts with 
sustained stamina and interest. 
Explore texts in groups and deepen 
comprehension through discussion. 
Use a combination of skimming, scanning 
and close reading across a text to locate 
specific information. 
Explain the meaning of new vocabulary 
within texts. 
Provide reasoned justifications for their 
views. 
Infer character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives for their actions. 
Explain the effect on the reader of the 
author’s choice of language and the 
reasons why the author may have selected 
these words, phrases and techniques. 
Participate in debates on issues related to 
reading. 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Flies Again - 
Frank Cotrell Boyce 

Summer Production Script 
 

Writing 
Descriptive writing 
Balanced argument 
Debating skills 
 
Reading  
Prepare playscripts to read aloud and 
perform using dramatic effects. 
Prepare formal presentations 
individually or in groups. 
Through close reading, , re-read and read 
ahead to locate clues to support 
understanding and justify with evidence 
from the text. 
Respond to questions generated by a 
presentation. 
Explore texts in groups and deepen 
comprehension through discussion. 
Infer character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives for their actions. 
Explain the effect on the reader of the 
author’s choice of language and the 
reasons why the author may have 
selected these words, phrases and 
techniques. 
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